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‘Nemes with whatever staff assistance that Subcomaittee needs. He
also would provide the very limited fecilities needed for the Board
as & whole as distinguished from its subcommitteec.

Under existing legislation (A1 Stat.L56) the Board, subject
to the approval of the Secretary of the Intericr, has the duty of
formulating principles, policies and procedures to be followed for
domestic and foreign names, and for deciding the standard nemes and
their orthography for officisl use. The Secretary has the duty of
providing sssistance to the Board and promulgating the name dacisions
of the Board.

As to the promulgation of Board decisions there is little

' reascn why the Secretary of the Interior should retain such & responsi-
bility with respect to foreign names. The same applies to approving
principles, pclicies and procedures formulated by the Board with
regpect to foreign geogrephic names.. This Department does not have
any special interest with this aspect of geogrephic name work .
hAccordingly, it is suggested that the Central Intelligeance Agency
arrsnge to produce whatever gazetteers of foreign nenes that it and
{ts clients nsed, and that it render staff assistance to the Board's
Subcommittee on Foreign Names. .

1f you sgres with the foregoing preposal, affzct can be given
{0 such agreement by your signing and returning this letter to me. It
is understocd, of course, that certain administretive arrangements would
have to be made, partioularly with respect to personnel to be trans-
ferred to your Agency from the Office of Geogrephy. Adninistrative
Aszistant Secretary Beasley of ithe Department would cooperate with
members of your staff on completing these arrangexzentas.

Sinceraly yours,

Assligtant Secretary of the Interior

1 concur:

Director, Centrel Intelligence Agency

Hon. Allén W. Dulles
Director

Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D. C.

Enclosures

o U
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TABLE A

i R o

OFFICE OF GEOGRAPHY - HISTORY OF AFPROPRIATION KEQUESTS

Pepartment Budget Buresy
Fiscal Year Eetirmte Allowsnce Appropriation

1947 $ek7,700 $82,000 $12,956
1948 ok, 500 30, 000 12,356
1949 456,000 30,000 13,266
1950 L0Z2, 500 1k, 500 . 1k, 400
1951 216 .622 91, 400 2, 500%
1952 599,000 -~ .-
1953 - - --
135k - - --
1955 -= -~ --
1956 509.000 - --

#* Continuing suthority voted pending Congresaional action on
Depariment sppropristion bill. HNo funds voted for Office of
Gecgrephy.
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Existing Situation Respecting Foreign Neme Work of Office of Geogrephy

Legislation:

The Board:

Functions:

Funds:

Staff:

Activities:

61 Stat. 456 (1947) established Board on Geographic Nemes
and directed ihe Secretary, coajointly with the Board,

to work for uniformdty in geographic nomenclature and
orthogrephy.

Representatives of the following Departments: State,

Air Force, Navy, Army, Post Office, Agriculture, Commerce,
and Interior; elso, Central Intelligence Agency, Librery
of Congress, and Government Printing Office.

(2) The Board. Subject to the spproval of the Secretary,
the Boerd on Geographic Names shell formulate principles
policy sod procedurses to be followed for domestic and
foreign names and their orthography for official use.

(b) The Secretary. He aball provide for such researches
and staff as the Board needs to perform its functions;
keep nacessary rscords, provide physical facilities for
the Board; he shall prosmlgste the name decisions of the
Board.

(a) For domestic name work. fone since fiscal yeoar 1951.
(See Table A)

(b) ¥For forelgn neme work. (8ee Table B.)

Approximstely 80 persons, virtually sll of whom are engaged
in preparing geretteers of foreign geographic names for
the CIA @nd its client agencies.

(a) Domertic reme work. Decisions on comparatively few
disputed name cases. #Ho eppropriation. Insbility to
obtaia any eppropriations for Office of Geography negates
prcvisions of the law directing standardization of
domestic names. Domestic map making agencies conduet
geogrephic name function themselves as an incident to

mep paking, submitting only names known to be in dispute
for adjudication. New quadrengle maps are published each
year containing thousands of names without benefit of con-
sideration by the Bosrd on Geogrephic Names or of the
Office.

— = ; i, | VRS L e s i
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(v) Foreign Same Work. Consiste largely of compiling
gasetteers (lists of names in alphabetic order with
longituds and latituds) for whole countries, rendered
into the Roman slphabet, published in book form.
Disputes as to proper nAmes sre vare. Gezetieers are
used for preparing foreign maps by CIA and its clieat
agencies. Thousands of geographic names appoar in &

single gazettesr.

Line of
Demarcation There is & very sharp line between domestic and forelgn
names. The Board is orgsniged as follows:

Executive Subcommittes
Domestic Subcosmlttee
FPoreign Subcosmittee

Opersting procedurss sre wholly different. Librery and
file facilities are separsted. gSource of funds are
separete. The entire staff of approximstely 80 persons
are engaged primarily in foreign nase wvork.
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- OFFIZE OF THE

ASSISTANT SECRETARY

UNITED STATES Zencative Regisle
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR - '—'ﬁtﬂ-

WASHINGTON

June 29, 1956

My dear Mr. Dulles:

Upon my return to the office yesterday I
reflected upon our interesting conversation with
reference to a proper home for the Division of
Geography. [ can well understand yvur problem
of finding appropriate space and facilities for the
Division, and in that connection I have discussed
with my associates here the possibility of assisting
you by permitting the Divizion to etay im the build-
ing here until you can make the necessary arrange-
ments in your own bulldings.

i am plsased {0 report that we will be glad
to bave the Division ot Guography remain here for
s reasonable period while you solve this problam.

Sincerely yours,
o o Warnuses

Felix ., Wormser
Asgistant Secretary

Honorable Allen W, Dulles
Director

Central Inteliigence Agency
Washington 25, D. C.
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fPup. Law M3} _ 2 ' : -

of meeting and staff assistance to the Board. The staff shall ba respes
sible to the Secretary, who shall prescribe its relations to the Board ani
the committees of the Board. The Secretary way establish from time
{o time, upon recommendation of the Board. adviaost commitiees of
) United States citizens who are recognized expests in their respective
’ felds to assist in the solution of speciat problesms arimng under this Act.
Sgc. 5. For the guidance of the Federai Gowerninent, the Secretary
shall promulgate in the naie of the Board, from time to time and in
such form ns will carry out th: purposes of this Act. decisions with
respect to geugraphic namwe and principles of geographic nomencla-
ture and orthography. The Secretary shall also furnish such addi-
tional informaticn with respect fo gesgraphic names 8s wiil aseist in

i carrying oul the purposas ot Act.
‘ 8xo. ’é With respect to gwogruphic narses the pertinent decisions
and principles issued py the Gecretary shinil ba standard for ali mate-
: rial published by ths Kuderal Government. The United States Bosrd
| on freographicai Namss in the L\eiznment of the Interior created
by Executive order, i8 hereby #bolisbed, and the duties of saxd Board
' are iransferred te the Homrcd Lerein created, aud sl departments,
buresus, apd sgencies of Whs Fedsral Government shall refer sll geo-
/ graphic names and probieins to the suid Bosrd for the purpoge of
' eliminating duplication of wurk, perscnnel, and authoricy.

Gpe. 7. Nothing i th's Act shall be construed as applying to the j
. nsming of the offices or esinbiishiuents of any Kedersl agency. -~
i Swo. 8. There are Dereby wathorized to be sppropriated such sums
" a8 M8y De Nevessary Lo wwTy Gut the purposes of this Act. i
Approved July 28, 1947. ;
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